Outline of Medical Conditions for Cayleigh Parsons
When Cayleigh was born it was discovered that she had a collection of conditions known as VACTERL Association (also known as VATER).

VACTERL association is a non-random association of birth defects that affects multiple organ systems.
V = vertebral abnormalities
A = anal atresia
C = cardiac defects
T = tracheoesophageal fistula
E = esophageal atresia
R = renal abnormalities
L = limb abnormalities
In addition, to these there can also be growth deficiencies and failure to gain weight and grow at the expected rate (failure to thrive).

For Cayleigh these include the following :
· A single kidney on the left side. As an infant she had high grade urinary reflux and was treated with prophylactic Bactrim. She outgrew the reflux.
· A thoracic scoliosis with hemi-vertebra. In 2012, Cayleigh had spinal surgery to control an increasing curvature and now has 2 rods with hooks and screws in the top half of her spine.
· The scoliosis has also impacted her lung capacity – left lung is normal, right lung is smaller about 60 – 70 % size.
· A malformed non-functioning thumb on her right hand – it is only attached by skin.
· A syrinx in her spine.
· Significant hearing loss in her right ear, hearing in her left ear is normal. It is thought that there may be no hearing ability at all in her right ear due to the malformation of nerves at the back of the ear.
· When Cayleigh was 2 or 3 days old she had an Echo Cardiogram and it was normal. Her heart position is slightly different due to the scoliosis.
· Have now found a heart murmur / leaky valve. Also a tendency for low blood pressure.
· An anterior anus which has required no further follow-up.
